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Factors Related to the Awareness for the Need of Family
Counseling among Foreign Men in Multicultural Families:
Focusing on Socio-Demographic Variables, Korean Proficiency,
Level of Satisfaction for Family Relationship and the
Experience with Family Counselling

Cho, Yun-Joo Choi, Youn-Shil

Sangmyung University

This study was set out to examine factors which influence foreign men’s in multicultural families perceived need for
family counselling to propose directions for family counselling support for them and multicultural families. Using the
National Survey for Multicultural Families conducted in 2010 by the Ministry of Health and Welfare, factors which
influence their perceived need for family counselling were examined in terms of socio-demographic variables, Korean
proficiency, level of satisfaction for family relationship and the experience with family counselling for the sample of
4,275 foreign men in multicultural families. The results of the study are made up of three parts. First, it was found
that the foreign men's perceived need for family counselling was low overall. Also, subjects who have received
counselling perceived higher than mid-level need for counselling. Second, differences were observed in their perceived
need for family counselling according to the foreign men ’s native countries. Foreign men from North America,
Europe and Australia reported low perceived need for family counselling while those from South America, Africa,
China and the Southeast Asia showed high level of perceived need for family counselling. Third, the younger foreign
men in multicultural families were the higher desire for counselling they indicated. It was also found that lower
their level of Korean speaking, the less satisfactory their relationship with their spouse and the ones who received
family counselling before, the higher their perceived need for counselling. The results confirmed the significant of the

foreign men's perceived need for multicultural families counselling.

Key words : multicultural family, foreign men, family counseling, multicultural counseling
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